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- Geffery Major. 


Caria ſpecial” tent” die Dominica, in feſto 
Sanfi Johannis Evangelifte, xxv11" 
die Decembris, 1685; Annoq; Regni 
Regis Jacobi ſecundi, Angl, &c. pri- 


This Court doth defire Mr. Beauliex to print 
his Scrmon this day Preached in the Guild-hall- 
Chappel, before the Lord Mayor and Aldermen 
of tho City. 

A a Wagſtaffe. 


To the Right Honourable 


SRobertGeffery 


Lord Mayor of L0 NDON. 


aye Ha: wranghng and violence 
y $ - JJ) /ome have uſed, for theFaith, 
ID — Joel 45 they pretended, bath been 
del) RET much to its prejudice ; and 
en bath appear'd tobe rather for 
a Secular Intercit. F:ghting for the 
_— is as prepoſterous, as if a man ſbould 
frebt, to ſbew his meekneſs and patience. 1t 
1s that contention mth God and our ſelves, 
which I here recommend, that hath bad the 
approbation of the beſt Ages of the Church, 
and been bleſt with ſucceſs. 

The ſtate of things as they are at pre= 


o 


ſent, doth ſeverely admonifb us of our for- 


mer miſcarriages, and our preſent duty. 
2 "Tis 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Tu ſeen that a furious and ungovernable 
Spirit, which ſome have miſcall'd Zeal, 
# of pernicious conſequence. God Almigh= 
ty, to keep us within the bounds of our du= 
ty, and make us ſeek our ſafety inits per= 
formance, would not permit unlawful 
means any ways to conduce to the pre 

ſervation of bis true Religioa. 
Long + af qoru hath now ſbew'd us, 
that to diſturb the Peace in Church and 
State, to break the ties of Allegiance, and 


diſobey the Church, prometes nothing but 
Licentiouſneſs and Irreligion. $9 . 


that "tis to be hop'd, they that have lik'd 
and follow d thoſe methods, are now ſenſi= 
ble of the iniquity and the milchiet of 
them ;_and thas the remembrance of their 
miſtakes and miſdoings , will make 
them now the more humble and quiet ; and 
effettually perſuade them to the Union 
and Obedience of this Church, whoſc 
Do#trine is the Creed, or Chriſtianity 

it 


4 
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LLS AS I I FLY A Oe, 


putie Dedicatory. 
it ſelf ; whoſe Government #s truly Apo- 
ſtolick-; and whoſe Rituals and Deve- 
tions are moſt Primitive and Pious, 
An underſtanding man would bluſb to 
own himſelf before the Chriſtian World to 
be of ſuch or ſuch a Sect, and to confeſs 
that his publick Worſbip depends upon the 
abilities and extemporary ettuſto.1s 
of a perſon nat inſpired; beſides the mit- 
chief of ſuch diviſions, there is a ſhame 
that goeth along with them. But the 
Church of England, as now eſtabliſt/d, 
bath had many cheerful Martyrs and 
Confeflors: Many wiſe and good 
men glory to own Her for Mother, and 
dare profeſs and juſtifie, that according 
to that way She preſcribes, and ſome 
count Hereſie, ſo they wor ſbrp the God of 
their Fathers. God Alnmpghty hath ap= 
pointed that devour Prayers & good 
Lives /bould at firſt propagate, and ever 
after preſerve the Relig10n of the =_ 
od 


_ _ Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſed Jeſus : If we but double our Zeal in 
theſe, we ſball infallibly ſecure its Pu- 
rity, and ſtill make it flouriſh. 

To excite us to this duty, T preach'd the 
enſuing Diſcourſe ; to the ſame end, I 
make no doubt, Y our Lordihip com- 
manded 1t ſhould be made publick : Your 
approving the good Deſign, made Tov 
pafs=by the defects of its manage- 
ment; My Lord, I have vey d, much 
pleaſed that we have Magiſtrates who 
ſo much countenance and Fiend Religt= 
on, as to accept of ſuch mean endea- 

vours for the ſervice of 1t. 

' May the ſucceſſion of them ſtill pre= 

ſerve Peace, and promote Truth and 

Righteouſneſs; and may Your Lord- 

ſhip, after a long and proſperous life in 

this World, obtain the endleſs and perfett 

Bliſs of a better, So prayeth heartily 

p Your Lordſhips  _ 

Moſt Humble and Obedient Servant, 

Luke Beaulieu, 


— 


SERMON 


Lord Mayor 


AND 


Court of Aldermen, 


mc 


Epiſt. of St. Jade, V. 3- 


—--— And exhort you, that you ſhould earnefily 
contend for the Faith which was once delivered 
unto the Saints. 


O R the ſolemnity of this great Feſtival , the 
Church appointed three ſorts of Martyrs to wait 


on the P rince of Sufferings, who at thus time was 

born to die for Mankind ; St. Stephen, who attu- 
ally died for Ghriſt, and made it his choice ſo to do ; St. 
John, (whoſe memorial the Church obſerves this day) 
who was willing to die, and yielded up himſelf, but was 
reſcued by a miracle; andthe holy mocents, who unknown 
to themſelves loſt their- lives for Chriſt, and became his 
Marty rs without concurrence of their will. An 


(2) 

An Exhortation therefore at this time zo contend or 
the Faith, may very well agree with the joyful celebration 
of His happy Birth, who 1s the Author and the Finiſher 
of it : Edpecially having before our eyes the Example 
and the Memorial of thoſe great Contenders, who reſiſted 
unto blood, and cheerfully-gave up their lives for the 

cauſe of their Chriſtian Faith, 

_ © Tothis St. Jude here exhorts us. He is writing againſt 
thoſe Hereticks who ſubverted the foun lations of Chriſti- 
anity ; turning the grace of God into laſctvicuſneſs, and de- 
nying the only.Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Men 
that would 'comply with any thing, rather than expoſe 
themſelves to Perſecution, and would accomodate the 
Profeſſion of our Saviour's DoQtrine to their luſts and to 
their ſafety. TEF 

Againſt theſe whom here the Apoſile deſcribes to be 
very bad and dangerous men, he cautions thoſe Chriſti- 
ans who as yet adhered to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, 
which he calls the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 

Delivered firſt by our Bleſſed Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
and by thern - preach'd to the world, and committed to 
faithiful men who ſhould teach others. And, leſt that oral 
Tradition ſhould be corrupted, written by the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, for the ſure and certain inſtruction of 
aſter-ages. 

This Faith profeſt by the Chriſtian Church, the Con- 
gregation of God's Saints, he here exhorts them to main- 
tain pure and undefiled. : Not to admit of thoſe mixtures 
which evil men had deviſed to ſerve their Juſts and their 
worldly deſigns ; not to ſhrink from their- adherence-to 
Chriſt, and confeſling him before men by obedience to his 
Laws; and a conſtant profeſſion of his true Religion ; but 
rather conſtantly own and keep the ſame, againſt all. op- 
poſitions and temptations whatever. _ 

his 


3.8 


This is here call'd a contending for the Faith : and this 
contention, we may ſay, conſiits as well now as in the 
Apoſtles time, in theſe tollowing particu.ars : 


Firſt, Tn making an open and conſlant profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith. _. 

Secondly, In conforming our lives to its Rules and Pre- 
cepts. 

Thirdly, In a devout performing of thoſe ats of Wor- 
ſhip and Piety which are enjoyn'd by 1t. | 

And fourthlyand laſtly, By giving it all that credit and 
eſtabliſhment in the world, of which we are capable in 
our ſeveral places. | | 

Whilſt I inſiſt upon theſe, as briefly as I can, I ſhall 
ſafficiently explain the ſenſe of the Text, and ſhew its 
deſign, and reprove ſome miſtakes abour it. 


Firſt then, to contend for the Faith,. includes the ma- 
king an open and conſtant profeſſion of it : Not any ways 
to diſſemble, or detain the Truth in unrighteouſneſs, for 
any advantage in the World, or for fear of Perſecution ; 
like theſe falſe and difſembling Gnoficks, who, rather than 
venture any thing, would fay as others aid, and comply 
with falſe Religions, ſooner than expoſe themſelves to 
danger. The Apoſtle contrariwiſe would have Chriſti- 
ans own what they were : Confeſs Chriſt before men, 
and not be aſhamed for his Teſtimony; As they believed 
in their hearts, ſo to confeſs with their mouth, (as St. Payl 
ſpzaks.) Or, in words of St. Peter, to be ready always with 
. meekneſs to give an anſwer of the reaſon of the hope that was 
in them. 


This 


(4) 


This is the duty of every nan, who is ſerious and up- 
right in his Religion. He is riot to model it according to 
conveniences, or to chooſe that which is moſt ſafe and 
profitable : but as he is Ted by his cofiſcience 'and his 
underſtanding, foto a&t and declare himfelt. 

For every one who doth not trifle with God and his 


own Soul, doth believe that his Salvation depends upotr- 


his choice of the true Religion, arid that he muſt Ze farrh- 
ful unto death to Feceive the crown of life : And then, upon 
this perſuaſion, he never conſults what is like to be the 
vet ; but it is his Duty arid his great Intereſt to em- 
brace this Truth; and to-make profeſſion of it, and accor- 
dingly hie aRts, and leaves the ſucceſs to God. 


But then heteupon Wwe muſt obſetve theſe three things. 
Firſt, "That it ſhould be the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, we fo ſtedfaſtly adhere to. That which hath the 
atteſtation of the Univerſal Church from: the beginnin 
ahd hath been accounted fundamental, neceſſary to ST, 
vation, and- fo held univerſally; as, the Apoſtles Creed, 
eonfrttrd and: explain'd.by the Primitive Councils; 7hax 
we ſhould faithfully cleave to. Rather affe& to prove our 
felves Chriſtians, by our firm adherence to- that Faith 
wherein we were baptized, and which we profels living 
arid dying,. together with the reſt of the Chriſtian 
Church ; TI fay, rather lay the great ſtreſs upon this 
than upon others more uncertain and controverted Opi 
tions, which beget new denominations, and much un: 
dharitableneſs. 

It is not our humours, nor private fancies, nor the 
Diſputes of the Schools, the Aſfertions of imperious Dog- 
matr{ts, nor the Deciſions of latter Synods, we are thus. 
earneſtly 


(s) 
eargeſtly to maintain and to contend for : but the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, which is never to change nor 
to increaſe, and which good men hoped to be fav'd by, for 
more than a thouſand years together. 

There isno new Revelation trom God, ' no-new way to 
Heaven to bediſcover'd ; that. which ſafficed before Zrent, 
or Lateran, or Dort, is {till ſufficient. That which hath 
been done or decreed in latter.ages, is not the Faith of our 
common Salvation, and nat to be contended for with the 
ſame carneſlneſs. 

There are indeed Articles of Peace and terms of Com- 
munion in every particular Church, the needs of Religi- 
ous Societies, and the Laws of Chriſtian Magiſtrates,make 
theſe uſeful, and of great nece(lity ; a due regard is tobe 

had to them ; and a good man 1s obligd to conform ..in 
every thing which God hath not forbidden. But yer, 
theſe are not of the ſame moment as Articles of Faith. 
Foriinſtance ; Thar there is no Roman Purgatory, although 
I firmly -beljeve it as jt is declared by our Church, yer 
that cannot be ſo certain, nor of'.ſo [great an-interelt to 
.me; aswhat God himſelt ;hath revealed with the greateſt 
perſpicuity, that tbe blood of Feſas Chriſt cleanſeth us from 
all fr. And accordingly 1 arr not to be.fo intent nor ſo 
concern'd in the dewying, of the one, as in the profeſſing and 


"believing of the other. 


Would -Chriſtians of different Communions thus di- 
ſtinguiſh between the Divine and ſaving Article which is 


-a point of Chriſtian «Faith, and: the human decifion and 


conſtitution, it would: much contribute [to make 'up..the 
breaches of Chriftendom,” and qualifie .that | miſcheyous 
and perſecuting Zeal, which lays a greater .weight up- 
on diflerence of Opinions, than upon unity of the ſame 
Creed. | 


B z | For * 
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For the moſt part, - our loudeſt contentions are about 
that which is leſs material, and more diſputable, contrary 
to St. Jude, who would have us be earneſt for what is 
eſſential, zhe Faith once delivered to the Saints : which 
is to be cofitended for, not becauſe it is ours, and ſo to be 
maintain'd with anger, and impatience of contradiction , 
as we do thoſe Opinions we are wedded to; but becauſe 
it is God's, deliver'd by our Bleſſed Lord to the Primi. 
tive Saints, for the common Salvation of Mankind. 
Then if any deny and deprave that Faith, they. forfeit 
the benefits of it,, which are infinite, and fo are great 
loſers,and muchto be pitied ; And if we our ſelves embrace 
and keep it ſledfaſtly to the end, we ſhall obtain the end 
thereof, 'even the Salvation of our Souls. ' And that's 
enough toengage us to make a free and conitant profeſſion 
of it as long as we live. 


Secondly, This contending for the Faith, by an open 
Profeſſion, is fo far from including any. thing of fighting 
or violencefor the defence of Religion, that it ſignifies the 
y_ contrary, the utmoſt meekneſs and -patience in 
uffering for the Truth. 

Many are very apt and forward to- contend for their 
Faith, or rather their Fa#ioz, by a Zeal of oppoſition, 
which is commonly violent, and prompts men to cla- 
mour,and rail, to perſecute, and to ſhed blood. Hatred, 
Injuſtice, Cruelty, even Rebellion, the moſt miſchevous 
and worſt of all Crimes, are prerended to be all warran- 

'ted, when undertaken upon Religious accounts ; They think 
 ithey may lawfully fight for what they call . God's Cauſe, 


bis quarrel. 


But 


(7) 
© But, I fay, ſuch-meo are.not-led by-the Spirit of Chri- 
ſtianity, they follow the fierceneſs:of their, own, and the! 
dicates of their angry paſſions : And this ſprt of Zeal hath - 
ever been very peraicious to Mankind, anddeſtruive of 
Religion. . | 15 121 VCKINEL 
.- The. Jews upon this Principle, hated and deſtroy'd Chri- 
ſtians with a mighty violence, and in_the ſame manner 
rebell'd  againit their Governours: Their Zealors di- 
ſturb'd the- whole world, and. at laſt' became a bloody 
ſcourge to themſclves,,, St. Jude was too well acquainted 
.with them, and too' well knew by his own experience 
the miſchief of this ſort of . temper, and of ſuch procee- 
dings, to exhort Chriſtian Converts to contend. for 
Chriſt in that manner as: the. Fews did for Moſes... He 
knew that. our Bleſſed Saviour would not let his Servants 
fight for him, nor reſcue him with the Sword from 
the hands of the Civil Magiltrate ; That he told his 
Apoſtles they ſhould not diſturb nor oppoſe Princes, but 
(ſhould be brought before Kings aud Rulers for his names ſake; 
And that his promiſes of an Immortal Crawn, were not 
to fighting and martial courage upor# his account, but 
to meekneſs and patience, and remaining faithful unto 
tau He that ſhall toſe his life for, my ſake. ſhall 
ſind: it, |. | | Iwavw $112 Foe'f 
So here, this Apoſtle, who had the Example..and- the . 
Words of our Saviour, and knew full well his. caind. in 
this, exhorts his afflifted Diſciples not to, follow. the 
ſteps of thoſe Hereticks who in time of trial fell away ; 
and , as he-fſaith, would, denie, ther... Sayigur, 'rather 
than ſuffer for his. ſake: but to/perievere-unto. the cad, 
__—_— earneſtly for the Faith they had recet- 
y | 


©" AZeal 
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"A Zeal of adherence to Chriſt, - to confeſs and own 
" him before men, which is here recommended, doth not 
beget fiercenels or wrangling .contention in the mind ; 
but a peaceable' conſtancy, a reſolution to be firm and 
unmovable in paſſive Graces. As the greateſt Vitory of 
2 Chriſtian is-to'die for his Saviour ; 1o the nobleft con- 
tefition is'to ſaffer for him. Accordingly *tis faid of thoſe 
Chriſtian -Conquerours whom St. John ſaw with Palms 
im'their hands, that they loved not their lives unto the 
deith. Tn the” language of the Church certamina Marty- 
ram,'the combate of Martyrs, was their enduring patient- 
ly-the pains and reproaches of their Martyrdom. They 
were called the Athleaes, or Champions of Chriſt, and 
the conſtancy of their paſſions upon hisaccount was their 
ViRtory. | 

Hence'the ſign of the-Croſs came to be ſo venerable, 
and fo frequently uſed-amongſt Primitive Chriſtians, 4n 
thoſe' days - of feyere trial. They would \by that roken, 
before *Chriſf's greateſt "Enemies 'and Perſecutors, - own 
themfelves 'to be his Servants, who for them ' hail died 
on/the Croſs ; -anfFdeclare, that they were-reatlycheer- 
fully alfo to lay down their lives for his fake. He 
| hbour hard with himſdlt -to overcome -Fleth and 
Blood, that would arrive to this reſolution - .': And 
therefore; this is the molt earneſt - contention. #4 Chri- 
ſtiarr ca yndertake for the-Faith, - to lay down his lite for 
it, atid fign and confeſs it with his blood, 


-*And then, thirdly, we 'may-obſerueasia-confequetit 
from - this,' That if this be- a duty, and here -enjoyn'd 
by St. Jude, much more is/it an incumbent Yuty open- 
ly to profeſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified , when the 
doing of it is not attended with any ſuch Perfecutions or 
Dangers. It 


(9s) 


If under Heathen Emperours, when Chriſtianity was 
oppoſed, and every-where ſpoken againſt, yet its Pro- 
feflors were obliged freely and ſincerely to declare them- 
ſelves, and own their relation to Chriſt, thoughthey died 
for it ; much more are they bound to this, that live under 
Chriſtian Princes, under Laws that enforce their Obli- 
gations to confeſs that true Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints. .* 

If we are bound thus to contend for it, in 4'way fo 
difficult, even by Death, as the Moble Army of Mertyrs, 
if God ſhould make it our caſe ; much more are we ts 
profeſs it, when we can do it with ſafety, nay and have 
many encouragements and advantages in' the world, in 
the performance of this great duty. ' - 

God of his ſpecial favour to us, hath made it our In- 
tereſt, even in this life. - We may- now dwell in Chur- 
ches, and exerciſe our ſelves to all Godlineſs, and-be as 
virtuous and as devout asever any Chriſtians were, with- 
out incurring any inconvenience. We need not fear 
for our Faith leſt it ſhould be ſuppreſt, if we our ſelves 
betray ir not}, by our lukewarmneſs and indifferency 
for it. We are'even fabje&t to theninfliftions of our Ma- 
giſtrates ," for 'negle&ting the duties of our. Chriſtian 
Worſhip. An1 fo we lofe and ſuffer - much more for 
not being faithful to Chriſt; than for owning relation 
to him. 

Sothat, now, when Divine Providence makes it ſo cafie 
and ſo profitable, we'ought very ſerioufly- to mind)this 
exhortation, to contend earneſtly for the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints, by «n open and conſtant profeſſion 
of it. 


And 


(19): 


. And. in the (ſecond* place alſo, by conforming our 
lives to its- Rules and Precepts. That mightily con- 
duceth to the eſtabliſhment. of the Faith, and requires 
#, Fery ſerious]- Application 'and Endeavour .of our 
1de.. hee! 71 

. We muſt hold” the: myſtery of Faith in a pure conſcience, 
as the Scripture ſaith ; and our hearts are to be purified by 
Faith. Tt is a very prepoſterous Zeal to be earneſt a- 
' gainſt the .errors-of other mens underſtandings, whil'ſt 
the depravations of-.our own wills are unreformed. A 
man- fhall raiſe loud clamours againſt anothers miſtake, 
not. known to, the perſon. guilty of .it, whil'ſt he himſelf 
tranſgreſſeth knowingly, -in, things which his own.con- 
ſcience checks, and which are expreſly. forbidden by his 
Religion. ' This looks very. odd ; and ſuch Zeal is to be 


ſuſpe&ed, not to -be ſo much for God, as for .a temporal. 


defign-|. IG -.2:20 


For our- Faith laieth the-great ſtreſs of our duty and 
of our-hopes upen our own Works, the choice we make 
of doing good:or evil. If thou wi{t enter into life, . keep 
the -Commanalnients. Neither the UVnrighteous ({ſaith the, 


Apoftle), nor Hornicatars\,; nor Idolaters , nor Agulterers, 


nor Thieves,” nor Covetous, nor Drunkards. , nor Revilers, 
nor Extortioners,: ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. They 
that believe this, and remain impenitent in:any - of theſe, 
ſins, they may diſpute for their Opinions, but they, 
contend not for-the Faith; rather, as much as in them 
lies; they-confute it with .their own works. For fo St.. 
Paul joynstogether Faith and a good conſcience, and tells 
us, that they -that- put away the ove, ſoon make ſhip- 
wreck as to the other. 1 77m. 1. 19. : | 


The 
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The ſeeds of Infidelity are in Vice ; it corrupts the 
very dictates of Reaſon. Vile and. vicious atſe&tions 
raiſe Objetions againit thoſe Divine and Holy Truths 
"which reprove and condemn them. An ill Life anda 
good Religion ſincerely proteſt , are inconſiſtent : 50 
that in ſome caſes it may be faid of a Chriſtian, who 
groſly and wilfully prevaricates againſt his Rule, in the 
words of St. Paul, He hath denied the Faith, and is worſe 
than an Infidel. 


Therefore, when a man hath learned the Fundamen- 
tals of Religion, and knows his Duty, the great ſtreſs 
of his endeavours muſt next be laid upon the perfor- 
mance of it. That he ſhould fight under Chriſt's Ban- 


-ner, againſt his own evil intlinations, againſt all ſin and 


immorality. 

This contention St. Jude here recommends, by de- 
{cribing thoſe Hereticks againſt whom he writes , as 
very impure in their lives, and fa&tious and ungover- 
nable in their deportment. They walked after their 
own Luſts ; filthy Dreams, who defled the fleſh, deſpiſed 
Dominion, and ſpake evil of Dignities. « 

By exhorting. Chriſtians to contend earneſtly for the 
Faith, in oppolition to theſe, he means, not only their 
falſe Do&trines, but alſo their evil deeds, againſt which he 


* 1s moſt vehement. 


And indeed, it requires a more earneſt contention for 
a man to ſubdue*his own corruptions, than to aſſent to 
a revealed Truth. It is a thing of more difficulty to 
obey the holy Commandment, than to embrace an Arti- 
cle of Belief. 


C With» 
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Withal, This Obedience to Divine Precepts, is that 
which our primitive Faith moſt of all recommends ; 
that which is univerſally afſented to by all forts of 
Chriſtians ; there is no controverſie in this. Points of 
Do@rine are variouſly underſtood and diſputed about ; 
'but in the pradtical part of Religion, that which con- 
cerns a good life, all men are agreed ; That it ſhall be 
well with them that fear God ; That to take heed 
unto the thing that is right, ſhall bring a man peace 
at the laſt; And that good Works ſhall have a good 
Reward. | 

The living by theſe meaſures, is that whereby a 
Chriſtian glorifies God in the world, juſtifies the fince- 
rity of his Faith , ſeparates himſelf from Hypocrites and 
Unbelievers ; and confirms his own heart, in the ſure 
comfortable belief of the Chriſtian Dotrine ; nay, and 
recommends it to others. 


The true way to build up our ſelves in our moſt 
holy Faith, and to propagate it in the World, is to ſhew 
its excellency and efficacy by the fruits of it in our 
lives. This way the Apoſtles confuted falſe Religions, 
and converted even thoſe that perſecuted the Goſpel. 
By their bearing the Yoak of Chriſt, and by their 
Obedience to him, they brought under his ſubjeQti-. 
on the Kingdoms of the Earth. It was neither by 
falſe or fearful difſimulation , nor by violence , they 
made Proſelytes, but by approving themſelves to every 
mans conſcience in the fight of God. 


That 
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That way will ever be efeQtual to preſerve the 
credit of true Religion, and perſuade men to 
embrace it ; and will be the laſting happineſs of 
* every faithful Believer. 7it. 3. 8. This 1 will that 
thou affirm conſtantly, That they which have believed 
in God might be careful to maintain good works : Theſe 
things are good and profitable unto men. 


Thirdly, We ought to contend for. the Faith , by 
a devout attendance upon thoſe .a&tts of Worſhip 
gnd Piety which are enjoyned by it. Nothing con- 
tributes more to the increaſe and eſtabliſhment of 
true Religion, than the earneſt Devotion of its Pro- 
feſlors. It is the way zo ſtrive together for the Faith 
of the Goſpel , as St. Paul exhorts. And it is the 
complement of that Spiritual Armour wherewith 
he would have us fight againſt the great Enemy 
of our Salvation. Epheſ. 6. atter the Shield of Faith, 
Sc.v.18. Praying alway with all Prayer and Supe 
plication in the Spirit, and waichining thereunto with 
all perſeverance, and ſupplication for all Saints. 


Few were the Books of Controverſie, and few 
the Diſputes of Chriſtians amongſt themſelves in the 
Ages of fervent Devotion, but great was their Piety. 
They daily received the Bleſſed Sacrament, to ex-_ 
preſs their thankfulneſs to God for the Mercies of 
our Redemption, and to -tie themſelves to Obe- 
dience and Virtue. And they offer'd to God- con- 
tinually the Sacrifice of Praile They brought-them 
that were in error to the —_ of the true God, 

| 2 by 


by their aſſiduouſneſs, in the doing of it- them- 
ſelves. | 

A Zeal againſt difierent Religions, where it is not 
guarded with a due care to love and to ſerve God 
according to our own, - 3" commonly. into 
cruelty and uncharitableneſs. So it did with the 
zealot Fews : ſo with the perſecuting Heathen, and 
ſo it hath prov'd amongſt too many Chriſtians, to 
the no ſmall prejudice of true Religion « Whereas in 
all Ages of the Church, there hath been always 
ſo much of ſubſtantial goodneſs, as there hath 
been of true Devotion in any hearts. Cornelius, 
thoug uncircumciſed ; Simeon and Hanmah , who 
were Jews, they are repreſented as very devout 
People, and great Exemplars of Vertue, But 
in Contentions and Diſputes, for the moſt part, 
men will ſpeak their Paſſions, more than their 
Piety. | 

It is a dangerous deceit to reſt in Negatives, be 
they never ſo true, and to make Religion conſiſt in cla- 
mouring againſt errors , though never ſo palpable, 
whilſt we negle& Chriſtian duties. So, to be very 
fierce againſt Tranſubſtantiation, and neglett to reccive 
the Bleſſed Sacrament ; to make loud inveRives againſt 
Prayers to Saints, and offer none to God, or but very 
cold ones, and very ſeldom, as hath been here too 
much in uſe among(t us : that ſhews only that ſome 
men are great enemies to one Party, and to ſome Opi- 
nions, and no friends to Chriſtianity. For if it were 
love to thc Truth they are ſeriouſly concerned for 


» 


they would be at leaſt as zealous in attending the true 
Worſhip of God, as they are againſt the errors of fome * 


our 1t- Indeed 
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Indeed errors ſhould be reprov'd, and the truth aſſers 
ted by good and able men : But the noiſe of others is 
not like to ſignifie much, nor. will demogſtrations alone. 
They that. diſent from us, - on either: hand, have long & 
naugh been bafled, by unanſwerable Arguments. - But 
theſe are above the leiſure and the capacity of many, 
who obſerve your deportment better ; and may be 
warm'd with the Zeal of your Devotion, and perſwaded 
by your Example. So that now, they that are not of 
our Communion, may ſooner be gained by our wraſtling 
with God, than by our contending with them. - | 

Such are our Offices of publick Religion, ſo excellent and 
ſo divine , that no ſincere Chriſtian, though not of our: 
Church, but muſt approve them,6r might joyne with us ; 
The great Objection is, our own neglect of them. If we 
remove that , by a more-aſſiduous and devout. attendance 
upon Divine Worſhip, we ſhall find that the'beſt way to. 
win others to uſe and approve, -more and- more, our 
form and moſt pious Liturgy : And if we reſcue it from 
our own prophaneſs and indevotion, we need. not fear 
any oppoſition from without, ſhould ever prevaile againſt 
It, moet; 03 tt 
But thus to contend with God, in humble and carneft 
Supplications and Prayers, requires a very earneſt :con- 
tending with our own ſelves. It is one of ;the great In- 
filicities of. our Nature that we are very backward 'to 
Pray. Either our fins make a ſeparation-betwixt God and 
Us : Or the Cares and Solicitudes of- this World keep 
our Souls groveling here below : So that, although we 
know that God is ready to hear Prayers, and Commands: 
us to ask that he may have and Opportunity to give, yet 
we can hardly lift up our Hearts unto him. - We are = 

:- 
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and untoward, and our thoughts arc apt to ſcatter when 
we come to Petition and to Worſhip in his Holy Pre. 
ſence. And a man muſt have labour'd with himſelf very: - 
ſeriouſly, to bring his Soul to a Praying temper, and to 
keep it in fuch a frame, as to be habitually diſpos'd to 
converſe with God. To keep upon his Heart a freſh and 
lively ſenſe of Religious Thoughts and AﬀeCtions, a man 
muſt keep his paſſions in ſubjection to reaſon, and ſtritly 
watch over himſelf. 


That fervent Prayer which St. Fames faith availeth 
much, can not be offer d up to God, without the ut- 
moſt ſtriving and endeavours of a Chriſtian. It is a ve- 
ry carneſt and effectual contending for the Faith once de- 
lrvered to the Saints, to recommend it devoutly ro his 
Bleſſing and Protection, who is the Author and the Fi- 
niſher of it ; to be preſſing with him to maintain his own 
Cauſe. To bring all Infidels to the knowledg, and all 
Chriſtians into the Unity of that ſaving Faith ; to make 
it triumph over all errors and vices that it may flouriſh and 
bring forth fruit in all the World. 


Alſo to beſeech him to encreaſe it in us, That Chriſt 
may dwell in our Hearts by Faith : AnJ1 by that Faith 
we may overcome the World and all Temptations : And 
gain comfort and aſſurance to our immortal ſouls, againſt 
that day of forrow, when all our Friends and Enjoyments 
ſhall be uſeleſs, and. we ſhall be refreſht and ſupported by 
nothing but our Chriſtian hopes, and the belief of things 
not ſeen; That, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, we may be kept by 
the Power of God, through Faith unto Salvation. 


To. 
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To be fervent and aſſiduous in theſe requeſts, is a 
contending for the Faith, in a way acceptable to God, 
& profitable to our ſelves ; more likely to ſecure us from 
a change, than a blind Zeal, and ignorant Declama- 
tions againſt the errors of others. 


That Religion can never periſh which God appointed 
to} fave Souls. It we afteQtionately embrace ours, 
which is certainly the moſt pure and primitive inthe 
World:: If we uſe and profeſs it to that purpoſe, to 
make our ſelves eternally happy, it will fecure us from 
the fears and from thedanger of its being corrupted or 
Deſtroyed ; and it will recommend it to. the acceptance 
of ' others, when they ſee it makes us the Friends and 


_- devout Worſhippers of God. 


A great Zeal againſt thoſe that diſſent from us, may 
proceed from ill nature or from ill deſignes : But a 
great Zeal for aur own Souls ; diligent care to endeare 
our ſelves to God and ſecure his mercys to us: that's 
liable to no ſuſpicion ; that well becomes. the nature 
of our excellent Religion , and is indeed the end of 
it, 


So that we cannot contend for the Faith once deli 
vered ts the Saints, nor for our benefit, or the con- 
verſion of others, than by a devout attendance upon 
Ads of Worſhip and Piety, and joyning hertily with 
our Church in thoſe Religious dutys ſhe requires from 
us. 


Laſtly» 
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Laſtly, This contention for the Faith includes , 
that we ſhould give it all. that reputation and eſtabliſh- 
ment in the World, of which we are capable in our ſe- 
vyeral places. 


This is the moſt dire& meaning and deſign of the 
Text, according to ſore Tranſlations which render the 
words by another conſtruction, That ye ſhould aſſiſt and 
confirm” the Saints in their Faith. That is, Edifie the 
Church; do what ye can towards the enlarging and 
ſettlement of it. 


We have. had, for theſe laſt ages, much contending 
about the Faith, but little hath been done for it. Some 
have been very forward to pull down what they thought 
amiſs, but built up nothing. They ſhewed a great a- 
verſion to ſome Religions, but no love to any. So 
their contention was only for War : And the reſult of 
it was, that the Church was neglected and ſpoilt, its 
patrimony made a prey, its diſcipline deſtroyed : And 
Religion 1t ſelf made contemptible, by being a 10 hs 
of its neceſſary maintenance and authority: And that 
brought in at laſt Libertiniſm, and a fad inundation of 
vice and irreligion. 


For plainly, all the World underſtands, the ſure way 
tro keep out all falſe Religions, is ſtrenuouſly to man- 
tain the true one ; to make it honourable and of force 
to reitrain diſſolute looſeneſs ; and to provide it with 
ſupplies for the necetlity of its miniſtrations. We need 


not diſpute and ſcuffle with all the errors that are —_— 
| and, 
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and have been- in every age: But embrace and aſſert 
the truth, and ſupport it with our might and intereſt 
in the World : That's a good way to ſhew our ſelves 
in earneſt in contending tor the Faith, to be willing to 
contribute what we can, with our credit and our ſub- 
ſtance, to make it reverenc't and obeyed. 

It was ever accounted an Act of Piety to God and 
Charity to human Souls, to make pious foundations for 
the divine honour, for to ſound the praiſes of Godin the 
Earth. To provide for his Miniſters, that they may 
attend holy Offices without Diſtraction ; And ro erect 
and adorne houſes for divine worſhip, that it may haveas 
much ſolemnity and veneration as lies in us to procure. 

Primitive Chriſtians betimes, even under poverty and 
perſecutions, were very Zealous in theſe, and gave us a 
good exemple. As miracles ceaſed, and thoſe extraor- 
dinary means which ſupported Religion, they upheld 
and advanc't it, in the ordinary ways of things here 
below, with their abilities, and their power, andeſtates. 
They thought no coſt better ſpent, no labour better 
beſtow'd than what ſerv'd to promote Chriſtianity, and 
recommend it to the' World. | 

They underſtood that our Chriſtian Faith isa body 
of Divine Science, and - ſeveral Ordinances, and admi- 
niſtrations, Which'to be learnt and taught and mini- 
ſtred as they ſhould, want the help and contributions-of 
- human piety and charity : And that the Church was 
inſtituted by our Bleſſed Lord, to preſerve and propa- 
pate the purity of this Faith; zo be zhe ground and the pillar 
of truth, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 

And Experience hath ſince approv'd the ſame, that 
when the Church hath been expos'd to rapine and vio- 
lence, and trampled under _ by prophaneneſs and 
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fation, that ſwarms of Herefies and Schiſms have ſprung 
up, and fo much wickedneſs and folly and contuſion, 
that there was hardly any face or outward appearance 
of Chriftianity among{t us, when within the remem- 
branceof many, God permitted it to be our caſe and our 
grief. The purity and unity of the Faith never ſuffer'd 
more in any place in this World :' And in that miſerable 
ſtate of things, much of our People have loſt the ſenſe 
of three or four of the moſt important of Chriſtian du- 
ties. . Loyalty, Church-Communion, Reverence in Di- 
vine Worſhip, and Juſtice, & Charity for its maintenance. 

Notwithſtanding what the laws of God, and the laws 
of the Land command moſt expreſly,about our ſubje&ion 
and faithful obedience and ſervice to the King : Yet ma- 
ny (as we have ſeen too lately) think themſelves at liber- 
ty to ſet up or take down a Prince, as they pleaſe, and 
to chuſe whom they ſhall obey, or whether they ſhall 
obey any body at all, 

Many alſo, as appears every where, judg themſelves 
ina ſtate of freedom to be under the guidance of whom 
they pleaſe ; of ſuch a Se&, or of their own brains, as 
they think moſt expedient. 'How far and how long they 
{hall be members of the Church, and whether at all or 
no, we fee how many a@ in this without any ſcruple as 
their intereſt or fancies determine : And as if nothin 
were faid in holy Scripture of our ſubmiſſion to thoſe 
that have rule over us, inthe Lord, and our obligations 
co live in the bonds of Unity,and incorporate our ſelves 
withthat body whereof Chriſt is the Head and Saviour. 

How unſeemly is the deportment of many in the houſe 
of God ;how little care is taken to make his ſervice ve- 
nerable and becoming his Greatneſs we can all witneſs. 
The publick attendance upon Religion is in many places 
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fo unlike divine Worſhip, fo far from being the humble 
adoration of the Great King of Kings, that it hath not 
in it fo much as that common reſpect which we pay to 
_ our Superiors. 

And fo it fares with the maintenance of Gods fanftuary 
and thoſe rhat wait in it. The free bounty of our An- 
ceſtors made large Proviſions for this, the laws in that 
reſpe&t now made, cannot keep a great part of the peo- 
ple within any bounds of Juſtice. 

Altho God complains of it,as a Sacriledg, ye have robbed 
me in Tythes and Offerings,and requires the paying of them, 
as an acceptable peice of ſervice which he promiſeth to 
reward, Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance and with the 
firft fruits of thine encreaſe, ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with 
Plenty, thy preſſes [hall burſt out with new Wines. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, we ſee how many wilfully tranſgreſs as 
much againſt the lawful Right, as againſt the Piety of 
this Duty. 

The _ of theſe, I have now mention'd, and many 
more Evils Deſtruftive of our Chriſtian Faith, was the 
neceſſary conſequent of the deſtroying our Eccleſiaſtical 
Orders and Conſtitutions. So that it well becomes every 
man who' wiſheth Religion and Vertue to Flourith, to en- 
deavour and contribute what he can to the well being and 
preſervation of this Church, which certainly maintains 
and teacheth the Primitive and truly Chriſtian Faith, and 
recommends all duties to God and the King, to our Neigh- 
bours and our ſelves, and leads her Children the plaineſt 
and fafeſt way to true Vertue and Happineſs. Our aps, 
pearing concern'd for ſuch a Church, the like to whic 
we ſhould not find in all all the World, ſhould God, for 
our Sins ſuffer it to be deſtroyed ; I fay our AﬀeCtion and 
care for ſucha Church is a good demonſtration of our love 
to God, and a Chriſtian contending for theFaith. To help 
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to. build up and preſerve out Jeruſalem, - that in her peace- 
able and. profperous ſettlement, 'in the uſe & enjayment of 
all meansofgrace, we may lead quiet and peaceable lives, 
in all Godlineſs and Honelly. 9:4 9537; UN 
. Chriſtians, our Faith was once, deliver'd to the Saints, and* 
it, wag, by Gods great Mercy progagated to us, to make 
us Saints alſo ; that by. ir we may be. now SsnCtified, 
and, Glorified hereafter, * The : more we do now. for our 
Religion, in time of hzalth and proſperity, the moreit will 
 do-tor us. hereafter in rime of ſicknels and forrow. - What 
we now labour or ſpen4 for our Chriſtian Faith, is ſure to 
| be repaid us, in Spiritual improvements, and, joys and 
comforts. If - by a good' life we juſtife it before men, it 
will juſtifie,us before God. This is a rule will-ever hold, 
that. Faith is to.be ſhew'd, by works: accordingly let us 
conitend for ours. . By an open aid conſtant. prefetion' ds - 
it ; by conforming our lives to its rules and precepts. by. 
devoutly attending upon thoſe Acts of Worſhip and Piety. 
which are enjoyn'd by it,and by. ging, it inthe World-al 
that reputation and eſtabliſihmegr efwhich. we are capable ©: 
in our Everal places. That's the way, to fight thegoad-fight 
of. Faith, and lay: hold on. eternal life, According to.:the 
exhortatzon. of our. Apoſtle wherewith I conclude, having 
£61d thoin'v.1 3. Thar there would be mockers an the Laff times. 
walking after their own angadly laſts ; men that, would fcoff 
at bel;evers, and deride their. credulity : Then, it Hos 
But-ye-beloved bajld wp your. ſelves, in your moſt boly. Faith, 
x ME Praying in the Lily Ghaſt. : Keep your {eſues in the {ove fGad, - 
T.> * .. loghtoz for the maerciss.of tar Lord Jefus CDrifl, wytar 'F terug 
Y ps S My Tx ks 3 io of $-w al 4 b5e7 
Kot 7 a Tal ich, God of his infinke mercy bring uus..-.'Ta 
- © 7 Vim Fat , and Holy. Ghoſt, ' One God ,Bletſtd- for, 
'\ Þ + be aleridl, Ce. , had anc 
her ERRATA. Pref. p.r.L9. before ſelves add on. Sermoi, :p8.1.43. Athleees; 


_ P59; 1.25: byfor zelation 2dd aur, 'p-12, 1.16..aiter ſure add.ang, . P{17: 1, 17. 
k-4Nz2 7 lent add a, i6.1:28. for nf real nzre, p.18. 1.23.a er tniderſtand 


FINTIS. 


'% 


\f- 


gi 
IE - 
” 


v, 


% 


"3 
of 
7 
. 
- 


IF SUL ] 


